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WELLINGTON  {SALOP )  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  Chairman  and.  Councillor's  i- 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Administration 
of  the  District  as  follows  : - 


While  a  progressive  health  programme  has  been  unable  to  be 
maintained  widespread  over  the  whole  district  owing  to  the 
restrictions  imposed  on  constructional  Improvement,  localised 
enterprise  -  particularly  in  the  Donningtcn  Parish  -  has  taken 
its  place  and  th©  demands  made  to  keep  in  touch  with  this 
rapid  expansion  have  been  very  heavy  and  have  given  the 
permanent  office  staff  little  respite. 

To  meet  Governmental  requirements,  the  development  of  main 
services  has  given  rise  to  much  activity.  Water,  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  schemes  have  figured  prominent in  the  schedule 
and  the  enormous  housing  estate,  in  process  of  construction  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  has  continued  to  make  progress. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  in  close  touoh  with  these 
advancements,  controlling  and  supervising.  In  this  he  has  had 
ablo  assistance  from  Mr,  Farrell  and,  in  addition,  from  the  Clerk 
to  tho  Council  whoso  interest  in  health  administration  results  in 
close  co-operation.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  devoted  much  time 
to  meeting  emergency  situations  which  have  arisen  not  infrequently. 
In  addition,  war  emergency  measures,  control  of  salvage  and  the 
founding  and  equipping  of  a  very  extensive  fire-fighting  service 
to  cover  the  whole  of  the  District  has  como  within  tho  scope  of 
tho  Department, 

Tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  at  timos,  found  It 
advantageous  to  avail  himself  of  your  modern  offico  facilities 
and  matters  in  which  the  whole  of  tho  North  East  Salop  Division 
had  concern  havo  been  doalt  with  to  the  benefit  of  the  Groator  Area. 
Those  sorvicos  havo  always  boon  granted  freely,  and  ho  takes  this 
opportunity  of  tendering  his  thanks  to  those  concerned. 

POPULATION 

»■■■■  N  Mi  r»l« 

With  tho  urgent  demand  for  labour  for  factory, 
bui  ing  and  casual  omploymont,  there  has  boon  a  steady  Inflow 
of  persons  who  have  had  to  bo  housed.  To  those  who  have 
come  through  transference  of  work  somo  havo  boon  ablo  to  take 
over  the  newly  completed  housos  at  Donnington.  This  schomo  has, 
howovor,  provided  for  but  a  fraction  and  tho  remainder  have  had 
to  seek  shelter  in  lodgings  in  the  existing  properties  of  local 
residents.  This  has  lod  to  a  certain  amount  of  overcrowding 
which  tho  Councils  Officors  have  boon  unablo  to  prevont. 

Accompanying  this  congestion  has  boon  a  rise  in  the 
number  of  casos  of  contagious  illnoss  brought  to  notice, 
particularly  scabios,  which,  from  records,  would  appear  to  have 
had  little  prevalence  before  tho  War.  Whilo  tho  County  Authority 
had  made  some  provision  to  deal  with  this  problem  as  It  affeofced 
ovacueos,  tho  responsibility  of  tho  Local  Authority  is  wider  and 
covors  all  persons.  Efforts  havo  boon  made  to  acquiro  a  hostel 
to  give  treatment  in  somo  dogroo  proximate  to  the  homos  of  the 
patients,  but  this  has  boon  unsuccessful.  It  is  felt  that  somo 
established  institution  would  bo  most  suitablo;  a  place  whore 
tho  roquisite  attention  could  bo  givon  with  tho  minimum  of 
reorganisation, 

Somo  alteration  of  plans  ha3  had  to  bo  mado  in  tho 
caso  of  frfeoso  providing  lodgings,  as,  originally,  It  had 
boon  considorod  that  tho  major  portion  of  the  incomers  would 
bo  subject  to  the  official  evacuation  scheme.  Had  this  District 
remained  a  rocoption  area,  propor  plans  for  dealing  with  the 
visitors  would  havo  been  moro  storootypo.  Nevertheless, 
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local  rosidonts  have  boon  vory  roady  to  provide  a  homo  for 
thoso  incomers,  havo  shown  groat  considoranco  and,  at  timos, 
forboaranco.  Whilo  there  aro  casos  whoro  tho  Ministry  of  Haalth’s 
ro commendations  regarding  oxtortionatG  ronts  roquiros  considorati on, 
it  is  to  bo  romomborod  that  in  cortain  instances,  the  travollGrs 
havo  arrived  not  though  nocossity,  but  for  thoir  own  convonioncc. 

Regarding  the  uhcontrollod  child  ovacuoo ,  thoro  is  no  doubt 
but  that  hygiono  in  the  moro  outlying  parishos  would  havo  bonofitod 
if  somo  official  supervision  could  have  boon  oxorcisod.  The 
original  schomo,  which  was  lator  abandoned,  providod  for  medical 
sir  vvision  both  boforo  doparturo  from  thoir  homos  and  also  on 
thoir  arrival  in  this  Aroa.  Thus  tho  health  of  tho  child  at  tho 
timo  of  its  entry  into  its  now  home  would  havo  boon  fully 
ascertained.  As  it  was,  ovacuation  took  place  haphazardly.  Under 
t ho  most  favourable  conditions  tho  departing  child  had  but  cursory 
modi  cal  attention  and  arrivod  in  tho  District  unnoticod  by vteho 
Sanitary  Authority.  This  lack  of  notico  of  arrival  allowod  a 
dogroo  of  infoction  to  bo  carried  into  t ho  homos,  which  might 
oasily  havo  boon  prevented.  Subsoquont  attompts  to  disposo  of 
such  casos,  af'tor  thoy  had  boon  rohousod,  prosontod  considorablo 
difficulty  and  much  was to  of  timo  and  effort  in  dociding  on  a 
suitablo  institution  whore  the  child  could  bo  rocoivod  and 
suitably  troatod. 

With  tho  Country  undertaking  rapidly  oxpanding  military 
training  schomos  this  District  has  boon  affoctod  and  porsonnol 
has  had  to  bo  accommodatod.  Sanitation  has  gonorally  boon 
providod  and  suporvisod  by  thoir  medical  staff.  Novortho loss , 
contact  has  had  to  bo  ostablishod  with  tho  local  hoalth  offioors 
with  a  view  to  maintaining  tho  maximum  officioncy  in  hygiono. 

Tho  aim  has  boon  to  havo  such  collaboration  as  would  load  to 
comploto  unity  botwoon  tho  two  bodies.  It  will  bo  romomborod 
that  tho  final  stato  of  hygiono  and  sanitation  is  tho 
responsibility  of  tho  local  authority. 


EMERGENCY  HEALTH  LABORATORY 

This  is  now  fully  ostablishod  and  is  an  integral  part 
of  tho  hoalth  administrative.  Advantago  is  takon 
of  this  ccnvonionco  by  tho  local  practitioners  who  aro 
cnablod  to  havo  minor  bac toriological  specimens  examinod  with 
much  saving  of  timo.  Tho  Doctor  in  chargo.  Dr.  Jonos,  is  always 
ploasod  to  givo  activo  co-oporation  and  this  was  instanced  in 
tho  investigation  of  a  small  outbroak  of  ontoric  which  oocurrod. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Dovolopmont  of  rosourcos  to  augmont  oxisting  supplies 
has  boon  found  nocossary  in  tho  Donnington  District.  Two 
additional  boreholes  havo  boon  constructed  and,  dosp&o 
difficulty  in  socuring  pumping  plant,  aro  now  working  satisfactorily. 
Prom  observations  ovor  a  poriod  of  somo  months  tho  supply  would 
soom  to  bo  in  suoh  quantity  that  tho  Council  may  bo  savod  furthor 
exploration  for  furthor  Incroaso.  Approxlmato ly  throo  milos  of 
now  main  to  transport  tho  Incroascd  bulk  from  tho  rosorvoir  to  tho 
now  development  around  Donnington  has  boon  laid.  ThG  scopo  of  this 
enlarged  schomo  is  boyond  anything  the  Authority  could  havo 
c ontomplatod  a  fow  yoars  ago  and  it  is  a  considora  lo  undertaking. 

An  onginoor  rosidont  locally  is  rosponsiblo  for  supervision,  control 
and  mrintonanco.  Tho  schomo  complies  with  tho  Ministry  of  Hoalth !s 
ro commendation  and  chlorination  plant  has  boon  installed  at  Gach 
woll,;  This  was  introducod  at  an  early  stago  in  tho  oxtonsion  and 
has  boon  addod  to  as  roquirod.  At  this  point  it  may  be  omphasizod 
that  chlorination  has  boon  rocommondcd  by  tho  Ministry  as 
an  rdditional  safeguard  for  tho  consumor.  It  should  not  bo  allowod 
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to  replace  any  precautionary  moasuros  which  would  ordinarily 
be  usod  to  sccuro  a  wholes  ano  supply.  Fortunately,  so  far  as 
the  supply  is  concornod,  thorc  has  boon  no  difficulty  In 
providing  a  wholo some  wator  of  the  roquirod  dogreo  of  purity, 
and  analysos  havo  boon  satisfactory.  Such  analysos  aro  taken 
at  froquont  intervals. 

Apart  from  tho  above,  tho  othor  supplios  to  the  Aroa  aro 
dorivod  from  various  sources.  In  tho  moro  populous  parishos, 
whore  thero  aro  adjoining  urban  districts,  those  lattor 
authorities  have  extensions  into  tho  adjacont  rural  aroas  and 
little  difficulty  has  boon  cxporicncod  in  maintaining  such 
supplios.  In  tho  moro  romotc  districts  whoro  privato  wo  11s 
aro  In  uso,  investigations  havo  had  to  bo  mado  from  timo  to 
time,  analysos  socurod  and  advico  givon. 

In  Lawloy  District  the  system  has  roceivod  spocial 
considoration  as  tho  existing  supply  doos  not  allow  for  a  margin 
to  moot  tho  incroasod  domands  of  now  houses.  Sohemos  have  boon 
considorod  with  a  view  to  augment  by  tho  construction  of  now 
rosorvoirs  and  mains  and  in  this  connoction  tho  possibility 
of  obtaining  supplios  from  Shifnal  has  boon  undor  roviowv 
Should  somo  arrangement  bG  ablo  to  bo  mado  with  tho  Shifnal 
Council,  with  tho  prosont  supply  coming  from  tho  Borough  of 
Much  Wonlock,  tho  Local  Authority  would  thon  havo  the  bonofit 
of  a  dual  supply. 

During  the  yoar,  tho  Surveyor  has,  in  conjunction  with 
neighbouring  authorities,  devised  and  constructed  a  system 
of  linkage  of  wator  mains.  Dawley,  Wellington  Town  and  Oakongatos 
havo  been  concerned  in  this*  As  a  rosult,  tho  Authority  will 
have  tho  advantage  of  bomng  able  to  maintain  a  moro  rogular 
averago . 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Again,  tho  Donnington  Aroa  has  roquirod  most  attention. 

Now  sewers  have  had  to  bo  laid  to  moot  tho  domands  of  factories 
and  houses.  In  addition,  onlargomonts  havo  had  to  bo  mado 
at  tho  rocontly  Installed  disposal  works  which  aro  situatod 
almost  in  tho  contro  of  this  aroa  of  construction.  In  tho  courso 
of  this  extension  and  onlargomont  advantage  has  boon  takon  of  tho 
method  of  sludgo  digestion  and  suitable  plant  for  this  has  boon 
installod.  Tho  rosultant  is  that  tho  volumo  of  sludgo  Is 
considerably  rcducod  and,  in  romoval,  tho  residual  is  loss 
offonsivo  to  hand  la. 

This  branch  of  hoalth  administration  has  roquirod  tho 
closest  supervision  during  the  year.  Whoro  businoss  enterprise 
outstrips  local  sorvico  capacity,  strain  Is  ossontial  and 
conse'uont  anxioty.  It  was  not  found  possible  to  koop 
paco  with  tho  rapid  expansion  of  tho  local  factory  and  at 
midsummor  the  position  was  difficult.  At  this  time  your  Sanitary 
Officers  woro  eallod  in  by  tho  Military  Commandant  to  givo 
assistance  and  suggestions  wore  mado.  By  systematic  control  of 
tho  latrino  accommodation,  by  close  supervision  and  froquont 
romoval  of  oxcromont,  conditions  woro  greatly  impr  ovod  and 
reasonable  hygiene  was  maintained  undor  difficult  oircumstancos . 
Any  dcficioncy  of  sanitation  in  this  encampment  would  inovitably 
havo  reacted  on  tho  civilian  population  who  had  roady  access  and, 
in  addition  tho  poriod  of  tho  yoar  was  tho  worst  possible. 

Services  havo  now  boon  stabilised,  comparatively,  although 
provision  has  had  to  bo  mado  for  a  largo  volumo  of  oxcrcta  to  bo 
controlled  by  romoval  by  cart.  Military  dopots  situatod  at  some 
distance  from  tho  main  sowor  havo  had  t o  bo  doalt  with  in  this 
manner.  It  doos  not  scorn  probable  that  this  typo  of  pail  closot 
systom  will  bo  able  to  bo  eradicated  completely  so  long  as 
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emergency  conditions  provail  in  the  country. 

In  tho  othor  parts  of  tho  District  whoro  thero  is  a 
water  carriago  system,  the  disposal  plants  havo  given 
satisfactory  service:  as  at  Lawloy  and  Hadley  where  the  systems 
arc  modern  and  rccontly  installed. 

Owing  to  prosont  conditions  full  advantage  has  not  boon 
able  to  bo  takon  of  tho  nowly  laid  sewers  to  make  now  connections 
bo  houso  property  and  this  branch  of  sanitary  service,  togothor 
with  the  abolition  of  the  associated  pails  and  privios  has  boon 
rostrictod.  Howovor,  rocords  have  boon  mado  and  this  work  will 
be  put  into  operation  as  soon  as  normal  conditions  are  rostorod. 


SCAVENGING 


This  sorvico,  carriod  out  by  contract,  had  at  ono  poriod 
of  tho  year  rcachod  a  high  standard  and,  to  thoso  districts 
where  regular  rounds  wero  made,  an  cfficioncy  had  boon  roachod 
higher  than  ovor  boforo.  Towards  the  ond  of  tho  yoar,  howover, 
thero  was  a  tailing  off  and  complaints  woro  froqaont. 

Difficulty  in  obtaining  vohiclos  and  tho  rostrictod  supply  of 
labour  woro  tho  main  causos.  In  addition,  tho  contractor  had 
undertaken  to  deal  with  the  sewago  disposal  by  cart,  montionod 
abovo,  and  that  increased  the  pressuro  on  his  rosouroos.  It 
would  appoar  that  a  changod  method  of  procedure  will  bo 
nccossary  and  thero  is  In  consideration  the  adoption  of  a 
schamo  workod  by  tho  sanitary  department  direct.  Should  this 
bo  achievod  tho  more  outlying  hamlots  should  bonof it . 


HOUSING 


Progress  on  the  building  at  Donnington  has  boon  mado  but 
the  early  rato  of  completion  of  houses  has  not  boon  ablo  to  bo 
maintainod.  Novortho loss ,  ono  or  two  now  houses  aro  boing 
completed  and  occupiod  each  wook.  Building  has  also  boon 
carriod  out  in  other  parts  of  tho  district  to  moot  military 
requirements,  but  so  far  as  private  onterpriso  is  concornod, 
thero  has  boon  a  standstill.  It  is  particularly  to  bo 
rogrottod,  so  far  as  tho  Mannorloy  Lane  sito  is  concerned; 
thoro,  108  houses  were  in  process  of  oroction,  s omo  working 
towards  completion,  and  building  operations  coasod  with  tho 
onsot  of  hostilitios.  Thoro  is  a  constant  domand  for 
accommodation  in  this  part  and  with  tho  Incroasing  National 
domand  it  would  30cm  an  oconomy  to  havo  this  work  carriod  to 
its  complotion  despito  stringency  of  conditions. 

Maintenance  of  Council  Housos  is  closoly  suporvisod  and 
consideration  has  boon  given  to  tho  recommendation  of  tho 
Ministry  of  Hoalth  with  regard  to  tho  lotting,  undor  liconco, 
of  such  property  as  has  boon  subject  to  clearance  ordors  but 
has  not  boon  domolishod.  Undor  this  provision  two  housos  only 
have  been  rc  occupiod. 
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FOOD  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


Promisas  subject  to  the  provisions  o£  tho  Shops*  Acts 
have  been  inspected  and  in  the  few  cases  whero  minor  Improvements 
were  requirod,  those  have  been  carriod  out  to  satisfaction. 

At  no  time  doos  the  control  of  food  supplios  domand  much  time  in 
a  rural  area,  but  oxisting  conditions  have  oausod  a  consciousness 
awakonod  by  tho  nocossity  of  having  to  plan  to  provide  meals 
under  restricted  circumstances.  So  far  as  goncral  health  is 
concerned,  tho  country  should  bo  able  to  provido  for  the 
goncral  roquiromonts .  Any  short ago  of  vitamins,  accustomed 
to  bo  providod  by  importod  fruits,  now  no  longor  available, 
can  bo  rcplacod  very  satisfactorily  by  the  uso  of  vegetables 
which  are  prosont  locally  in  abundance.  Again  the  shortago  of 
moat  supplios  should  not  weigh  so  hoavily  hero  as  on  tho  town 
dwollcr. 

The  centralisation  of  slaughtering  has  dono  away  with 
regular  carcaso  inspections  and  tho  Sanitary  Dopartmont  arc  now 
ooncornod  only  with  tho  supervision  of  the  district  with  a  view 
to  seeing  that  all  slaughtering  docs  take  placo  in  the 
prescribed  placo. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


The  gonoral  standard  of  the  cowsheds  is  satisfactory. 
Emergency  conditions  havo  provontod  the  completion  of 
improvements  in  a  fow  casos  which  havo  boon  listed. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

With  the  introduction  of  compulsory  notification  for  tho 
common  infectious  ailments,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  much 
groatcr  insight  has  boon  obtainod  into  tho  prevalence  of  thoso 
diseases . 

In  tho  caso  of  Measles,  this  was  opidomic  in  tho  District 
during  the  early  months  of  tho  yoar  and  again  thorc  was  a  riso 
at  tho  lattor  end,  although  the  second  outbreak  did  not  assume  the 
proportions  of  the  spring  attack. 

Regarding  Whooping  Cough,  there  was  a  number  of  eases 
notified,  particularly  in  the  late  autumn,  but  opidomic  conditions 
woro  absent. 

Scar lot  Fovor,  always  present  in  varying  numbers  in  tho 
District,  did  not  give  riso  to  so  many  casos  as  in  tho  provious 
year,  but  somo  forty  notifications  woro  roocivod. 

Infoctivo  illnesses  which  might  bo  considered  t o  be 
associated  with  tho  omcrgoncy  and  war  changes,  havo  boon  prosont, 
but  only  In  small  numbers.  Enteric  Fovor  was  localised  in  tho 
Aroa  and  somo  casos  woro  notified.  Thoso  casos  occurrod  at  the 
same  timo  as  infections  in  adjaoent  districts.  By  prompt  action 
and  control,  tho  outbroak  was  chocked  almost  at  its  commonccmont 
and  difficult  conditions  wero  avoidod.  Prophylactic  measures 
were  offorod  to  omploycos  working  in  the  samo  factory  but  thoro 
was  little  response  to  this  free  sorvico, 

Ccrobro-Spinal  Fovor  has  boon  prosont,  but  in  small  numbors, 
and  casos  havo  occurrod  sparsoly  over  the  yoar;  this,  in  spito  of 
tho  ovorcrowdod  conditions  and  tho  increased  population. 

Pnoumonia  notifications  showed  somo  slight  diminution  and, 
otherwise,  thoro  wore  no  marked  variations  in  tho  numbors  of 
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infectious  disoasos  notified.  The  record  for  Diphtheria  was 
the  samo  as  for  1939  -  3  notifications.  While  this  disease 
may  be  ablo  to  bo  rcducod  still  further  by  more  wholesale 
immunisation  and  improved  methods  of  technique,  the  present 
position  may  bo  regarded  with  some  satisfaction. 


In  generalising  on  the  health  conditions  in  tho  Area  and 
the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  contain  observations  may 
be  mado.  Tho  Authority  not  only  includes  Industrialism  within 
its  boundaries,  but  also  has  this  In  close  contiguity  with 
neighbouring  urban  aroas.  In  consequence)  tho  moro  populous 
parts  of  tho  District  aro  in  close  contact  with  townships, 

Tho  rosultant  is  that  whore  an  Infcctivo  condition  has  for 
its  nucleus  an  ir  ban  district  thoro  tonds  to  be  an  overflow 
of  tho  disoasc  Into  the  rural  habitation  noarcst  to  that  placo. 
This  can  occur  in  tho  caso  of  four  urban  aroas.  It  might 
appear  that  a  neighbouring  township  was  fo acting  normally 
cpidomiologically  while  the  Rural  Area  would  Seam  to  be 
constantly  subject  to  attaok,  but  It  has  to  bo  romombe tfed  that 
although  the  diseases  appear  under  tho  common  heading  of  this 
Authority,  they  may  bo  occurring  in  batches  some  considerable 
distanco  apart.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  tho  ease  of 
Measles  which  ordinarily  docs  not  occur  each  year  epidemically 
but  yet  may  still  appoar  annually  In  considerable  numbors  in 
your  returns. 
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